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® The uniqueness of Japanese seen in the use of SNS

Recently, a lot of people use Internet many times in a day. It seems that the more people use Internet, the more opportunities
they will have to get in touch with people they don't know. However, many people in Japan seem to feel resistance to
communicate deeply on the internet. For example, according to the Ministry of Internet Affairs and Communication, Facebook
usage rate is about twice as high in Western countries such as America and England as in Japan, whereas LINE usage is much
higher in Japan. From this research, we assumed that while SNS such as Facebook is a useful way of making connections with
people in the world, Japanese people put higher value in making deeper, personal connections with their close friends who can
actually see and understand each other.

Our hypothesis is that this “dilution of human relations on Internet” is caused by Japan's old customs and its people’s ways of
thinking, so we analyzed it from the perspective of traditional culture. In doing so, we found an interesting similarity in people's
interactions in the old days and those of modern people on the SNS.
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